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tures and maintaining order. But on March 3, 1862, this new
municipal university was also outlawed. At a literary and
musical soiree on the previous day Professor Pavlov had read
a paper that, like the rest of the program, had been passed by
the censor. But he read in a tone that entirely changed the
meaning of his speech. At the sentence: "At the moment of
his accession to the throne, the emperor who at present reigns
so felicitously over us found the cup overflowing," he was
interrupted by a wild ovation and was unable to explain that
Alexander had spilled out of the cup the few drops of bitter-
ness that remained because serfdom still existed.
The professor was deported from St. Petersburg, and
when his colleagues manifested their indignation by suspend-
ing their lectures, the government forbade all public lectures.
Dostoevsky, who was one of the speakers at the meeting of
March 2, later revived the scene in The Possessed. "The
clamor of the crowd prevented the last words from being
heard. . . . The audience shouted and clapped, and some of
the ladies even cried: 'Enough, enough, better not say it!'"
Despite the closing of the municipal university the revolu-
tionary agitators continued their work relentlessly. Secret
societies sprang up everywhere. Chernyshevsky and Utin,
who wrote for the Contemporary, together with Colonel
Lavrov founded the group, Land and Freedom, whose task
was defined as that of "fighting against the imperial govern-
ment, which is the people's worst enemy." Under the doors
of private citizens were slipped revolutionary tracts that bore
such slogans as: "Long live the Russian social and democratic
republic!", or "We shall have only one cry: To the axes!",
and declarations like the following: "We shall put to death
the members of the imperial party, and we shall be just as
sorry for them as they are now for us. Strike them down in